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Beautiful and available  —-  Down East Region member Susan Crowe of Lincolnville is 
offering this beautiful 1975 914 for sale.  It's been in storage for several years after being 
completely overhauled by William Briggs of Briggs Automotive Autoworks.  Seals, hoses, 
wires, belts, filters and mounts are new, as are the stainless exhaust, muffler, pads, ro-
tors, shocks, tires and alloys.  Mileage: 42,632.  Asking $15,000.  Contact Susan at 236-
2668 or scrowe@tidewater.net. 
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  How to spend quality time 
with the family this summer, 
yet still drive your Porsche?  
Try these lines (and let us 
know the results!): 
 

  1) "You and the kids go 
ahead and tow the camper to 
Bar Harbor with the Suburban, 
Honey.  I'll drive behind you 
in the Porsche to make certain 
that the trailer's brake lights 
are working OK." 
 

  2)  "I'd really like to drive 
down to visit your folks in 
New Hampshire this weekend, 
but gas is very expensive.  
Let's just call them on the 
phone instead, and then go for 
a quick drive along the coast." 
 

  3) "The practical choice is 
for me to bring the 911 to the 
cookout.  I'll heat up the hot-
dog buns by jamming them 
between the thermostat and 
the throttle-body linkages."  
 

  4)  "See, the fishing rods fit 
nicely if you take off the 
Targa top." 
 

  5)  "Sure, our darling daugh-
ter can eat her ice-cream cone 
in the back seat of the 928 … 
as long as she wears this 6-
foot, waterproof painter's drop
-cloth as a bib." 
 

  6) "The fireworks will be 
much easier to see in the cab-
riolet with the top down." 
 

  7) "You leave the dock in 
Falmouth and start sailing for 
Boothbay.  I'll drive up Route 
1 in the 944 and have dinner 
waiting for you when you ar-
rive." 
 

  8) "I've heard there are some 
really great art museums near 
Watkins Glen." 
 

  9) "I think we should be 
practical with our family 
money.  The way I look at it, 
once a vacation is over, it's  

over.  A new stainless steel 
exhaust, on the other hand, is 
forever." 
 

  10)  "I need a little time by 
myself at the track, to help me 
concentrate on making plans 
for our anniversary in Au-
gust." 
   Remember: Let us know 
how these work out.  Good 
luck! 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

                               —Will Lund  (Will.Sportster@yahoo.com) 
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  Summer is here at last. This 
past winter seemed espe-
cially long and dreary. At 
least we had our monthly 
Porsche Club breakfasts as 
well as dinner social events 
to cheer us up when we be-
gan to worry that the cold 
would never end. 
 

  Now that summer is really 
here, let’s plan to enjoy our 
Porsches and the compan-
ionship of other enthusiasts 
while the sun shines. Please 
check the calendar of up-
coming events in this issue 
of Maine Porsche News as 
well as on our website for a 
quick overview of the Down 
East Region events planned 
during the next few months. 
 

  A few MAJOR EVENTS 
this summer merit special 
mention: 
 

  Our signature event is the 
fifth annual Show ’n’ Shine 
for a Worthy Cause, on Sun-
day, July 27th (see the en-
closed flyer)  We are lucky 
to have the prettiest venue 
for a car show in Maine, 
Mackworth Island.  Again 
this year we will have about 
150 cars on display, ranging 
from antiques to hot rods, to 

muscle cars, and of course, at 
least 30 Porsches.  Each year 
this show raises between 
$3,000 and $4,000 for the 
Maine Foundation for the 
Deaf.  The foundation helps 
support the Governor Baxter 
School for the Deaf as well as 
various outreach programs for 
deaf children such as summer 
camps, scholarships and spe-
cial education programs for 
deaf children in mainstream 
schools. 
 

  The staff at the Baxter 
School is very appreciative of 
all the Porsche Club has done 
to help these children. One 
staff member, Ginger Brown, 
shared with us her story of be-
ing present at the announce-
ment of the youngsters se-
lected for scholarships to sum-
mer camps for the deaf.  She 
said these special children  
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE             

“Der Porschefile” 
                                           —by Jerry Giordano (ggiordan@maine.rr.com) 

(Continued on next page) 
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4 Moulton Street, Portland, ME   
207-773-4662 

                   Ed and Judi Mansing 
                                          www.rpimports.com 

President’s Message (Continued) 
 

never get the chance to win any-
thing and it was a very heart-
warming experience.  There was-
n’t a dry eye in the house.  Kids, 
parents and staff all had tears in 
their eyes.  Ginger wanted all of 
you to know how much your con-
tribution to this event is appreci-
ated. 
 

  Another worthy event is sched-
uled for Sunday, August 17th.  We 
will participate in a multi-car-club 
charity cruise and show to benefit 
the Veterans Home at the VA 
Hospital in Togus.  We will meet 
at the Topsham Fair Mall at 8:30 
a.m., and then depart at 9 a.m. on 
a tour to Augusta and to the 
Togus VA Hospital.  The tour 
“parade” will consist of many car 

clubs and at several points along  
the route we will be given a po-
lice escort.  The “Patriot Riders” 
veterans’ motorcycle group will 
also escort the parade to Togus.  
The television news media will 
have cameras covering the event. 
 

 After we arrive at the park-like 
venue in Togus, there will be a 
show’n’shine-type display of 
cars, entertainment, and a “free” 
bar-b-que (just drop a donation in 
the jar in the chow line). 
 

  On another note, the Cumber-
land Motor Club has extended an 
invitation for DER to participate 
in their autocrosses at the member 
rate ($20).  The schedule for this 
summer is listed in this newsletter 
and on our website. 
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Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor  
 

  For two years now I have 
helped the Porsche Club and the 
Falmouth Rotary, at the annual 
“Show and Shine” at Mack-
worth Island.  Both the Rotary 
Club and the Governor Baxter 
School for the Deaf are cer-
tainly worthy causes. 
 

  Last year I was the “grill man” 
and had to chuckle at the spe-
cial orders coming in for ham-
burgers “rare”, “medium rare”,  
or “well done.”  With about 20 
burgers on a grill for 10, and 
flames shooting about one foot 
high, I believe the law of aver-
ages essentially took over, and 
everyone got “medium-
charred.”    

  I had thought that Porsche 
owners might be a bit more 
fussy in their orders, but these 
requests were coming from 
“classic” car owners, “rod” 

owners, and so forth.  But, all 
the food was eaten, and every-
one seemed to have a great time 
at the event. 
 

  Everyone has a dream.  My 
dream has always been to own a 
Porsche convertible in Europe, 
have a summer free, and just 
cruise Germany, the Alps, 
France, the Riviera, and Italy.  
Never happened!  But, I did get 
to accomplish all that, in an 
MGB purchased from my Colo-
nel commanding officer, for 
$1600 with about 10,000 miles 
on it.  So, I guess that leaves 
little doubt as to how long I 
have been around! 
 

  Anyway, the Porsche club is a 
wonderful organization, and 
perhaps one day, I will be able 
to buy a Porsche and join the 
club. 
               —Rep. Dave Savage 
                   House District 112 
                   Falmouth, ME 
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Letters to the Editor (Continued) 

To the Editor: 
 
Hello from Stuttgart!   
 
Greetings to President 
Giordano and the Board of 
Directors of the Down East 
Region.  As of May 14, your 
region is 35 years old! As such 
I wanted to take the opportu-
nity to congratulate you and 
your members on behalf of 
Porsche AG and the Club Co-
ordination Team.  Such an an-
niversary is quite an achieve-
ment. 

 

Please pass Porsche’s best re-
gards  on to the entire mem-
bership, and we wish you all 
the best in the coming years. 
 
I hope our paths will cross at 
the Parade, ALMS or some 
other club activity later on this 
year. 
 
    Best regards, 
     Paul Gregor 
    for  Dr. Ing. h. c. F. Porsche 
    Aktiengesellschaft 
    Porsche Club Coordination 
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another, you have improved 
your driving skills.  You will 
learn how to brake (not break) 
your car without locking up 
the brakes and skidding, called 
threshold braking, and you 
will also learn how to acceler-
ate around a corner without 
burning your rear tires 
(slowly) and accelerating 
smoothly.  And you can also 
learn how to turn into a corner, 
whether it's an increasing ra-
dius or decreasing radius turn, 
without oversteering or under-
steering. 
 

  All of these exercises make 
you a smoother, safer, and bet-
ter driver. Being smooth is 
more important than beating 
up your car and burning the 
tires, whether from skidding to 
a stop (no control) or burning 
tires from too much accelera-
tion.  I learned the hard way, 
as I started my autocross ex-
periences by doing everything 
wrong, from jamming the 
brakes and skidding, to over-
steering the car into skids, to 
burning the tires while accel-
erating.  When I finally took a 
deep breath and drove 
smoothly, it felt like I was 
driving a lot slower, but sur-
prisingly my times around the  

To the Editor: 
 

  I recently noticed that the 
Downeast Region of PCA has 
been invited to attend the 
Cumberland Motor Club auto-
cross events at a reduced 
price.  These are great events 
to learn how to better handle 
your car in emergency and un-
expected circumstances on the 
road. For example, driving 
around parking lot cones is 
similar to avoiding kids on 
bicycles, or pedestrians jump-
ing out from parked cars.  The 
driver training that police offi-
cers receive is very similar to 
navigating an autocross 
course.  An autocross is a 
timed event, with only one car 
on the course at a time. 
 

  The first thing you should 
realize is that you are primar-
ily driving against your own 
time.  Of course, you are also 
comparing your time to others 
in your class and others in 
other classes, but the impor-
tant thing is trying to improve 
your own time around the 
course.  During the morning 
and afternoon event, you will 
have at least 3 and up to 6 op-
portunities to drive around the 
course.  Whenever your time 
decreases from one attempt to 

Letters to the Editor (Continued) 
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Letters to the Editor (Cont.) 
 

course dramatically improved.  
The skills I learned autocross-
ing directly translated into my 
being a (hopefully) safer 
driver on the road. 
 

  And finally, autocrossing is a 
great time and lots of fun. See 
you out there! 
      - Neal Weinstein 
                   Old Orchard Beach 
 

To the Editor: 
 

(Dispatch from the south of France; 
June 11, 2008.) 
 

  Judy and I left Boston more 
than a week ago and flew to 
Munich, where we went di-
rectly to BMW Welt to pick 
up our new car -- a 335XI 
Coupe. While we were there, 
we had the chance to see their 
complete lineup of cars in-
cluding the ones they don't 
export to the U.S.  We were 
also able to see their Formula 
1 racer. Nice wheels!! 
 

  We drove from Munich to 
Provence in the south of 
France. During our 9-hour 
drive, we saw multiple Ferra-
ris, Lotuses, a Lamborghini 
(with whom we played tag for 
about 20 kms) and many, 
many Porsches. Most of the 
Porsches that we see here are 
newer model 911's. 
 

  It was great fun to open it up 
on the German Autobahn. 
Here in France, you need to 
keep it under 150 kph on the 
highways. Still, it's nice to 
drive on great roads at speeds 
for which these cars were de-
signed. 
 

           - Ed Mansing, Portland 
________________________ 
To the Editor:    
 

  Given the high price of gas, I 
am reminded that Porsches get 
exceptionally great gas mile-
age.  And, considering the per-
formance of our cars, 
the miles per gallon delivered 
by our cars are even more in-
credible.  The EPA highway 
estimate for the Boxster is 29 
MPG, the Cayman is the 
same.  Heck, that is only 2 
MPG less than a Camry or 
Civic, and which would you 
rather drive?  The Carrera 2 
gets 26 MPG, and the C2S 
gets 25 (just 1 MPG less and 
30 HP more!).  
 

     So, my plan for the Sum-
mer of 2008 is to park my 
Suburban, drive a Boxster or 
my 356 C Cabriolet, get over 
twice the gas mileage, and 
have three times as much fun!  
 

          - Bill Sowles, Falmouth 
 Morong Falmouth   
 
 

Letters continue on page 14 
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PCA Membership Station in the Porscheplatz (Porsche 
Owners Corral) during the American Le Mans Northeast 
Grand Prix at Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, Connecticut, 
July 11 – July 12, 2008: 
 

  There will be a PCA Membership station within the Porscheplatz for the 
American Le Mans Series race at Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, Connecticut on 
Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 12, hosted by Porsche Cars North America 
and Porsche Motorsport North America with the cooperation of the Interna-
tional Motor Sports Association (IMSA) and the American Le Mans Series. 
Meet and talk with Porsche race drivers! 
 

  In addition, on Friday, for credentialed Porscheplatz participants only,  IMSA 
will offer two supervised laps of the track to the first 150 registered Porsches. 
 

  Make sure that you arrive early (before 10 am) on Friday and Saturday to take 
advantage of the full array of activities provided by Porscheplatz.  
 

  The cost of the event is $80 (for weekend race tickets and parking) or $115 
(for weekend race tickets, parking and race day lunch ticket) per person. 
 

  For information please contact George Beuselinck, 845-364-4173 or 
info@944ecology.com and also visit the IMSA website, www.imsaracing.net 
for the latest event schedule. Parking in the Porscheplatz will be for Porsches 
only. For ticket information, call Lime Rock Tickets at 1-800-722-3577. 

SPECIAL PORSCHE EVENTS 

23rd Annual Zone One Autocross 
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European auto surgeons 
Gardiner, ME     
207-582-2302 

www.europeanautosurgeons.com 

You demand the finest driving performance… 

and we deliver the finest Porsche service. 

Owner Aaron Murphy is one of  
New England’s leading Porsche  
diagnostic and repair experts.   

We use factory level diagnostic equipment, 
OEM parts, and offer prompt, friendly service. 
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2008 Calendar; June—November 
 

Check for updates: Maine events www.derpca.com 
                               National events  www.pca.org 
 
 

 
 

June 27-July 3, 2008  PCA Parade, Charlotte, NC.  go to www.pca.org  for info 
 

June 29, 2008  Cumberland Motor Club—Autocross (DER Invited!) LL Bean, Casco 
St., Freeport, ME  
 

July 10-11, 2008  Zone 1 Porscheplatz ALMS, Lime Rock Park, CT.  
 

July 12, 2008  Saturday DER Monthly Breakfast Social. Join us for a 9 a.m. breakfast; 
location to be determined. 
 

July 13, 2008  Cumberland Motor Club—Autocross (DER Invited!) Androscoggin 
Bank Colisee, Lewiston, ME 
 

July 22, 2008 Tuesday Night DER Monthly Dinner Get-Together:  Hosted by Jerry 
Giordano; e-mail ggiordan@maine.rr.com.  
 

July 27, 2008  DER Show 'N Shine Car Show, GBSD, Mackworth Island, Falmouth  
 

July 27, 2008  Cumberland Motor Club—Autocross (DER Invited!) LL Bean, Casco 
St. Freeport, ME 
 

August 9, 2008  Saturday DER Monthly Breakfast Social. Join us for a 9 a.m. break-
fast; location to be determined. 
 

August 10, 2008  Cumberland Motor Club—Autocross (DER Invited!) Androscoggin 
Bank Colisee, Lewiston, ME 
 

August 23-24, 2008  Zone 1 Porscheplatz ALMS, Mosport, Toronto, CN  
 

August 26, 2008  Tuesday Night DER Monthly Dinner Get-Together:  Hosted by 
Jerry Giordano; e-mail ggiordan@maine.rr.com.  
 

Late August   DER Barbeque Hosted by Rick DiFillip. 
 

August 31, 2008  Cumberland Motor Club—Autocross (DER Invited!) LL Bean, Casco 
St., Freeport, ME 
 

September 13, 2008  Saturday DER Monthly Breakfast Social. Join us for a 9 a.m. 
breakfast; location to be determined. 
 

September 14, 2008  Cumberland Motor Club—Autocross (DER Invited!)  Androscog-
gin Bank Colisee, Lewiston, ME 
 

September 23, 2008  Tuesday Night DER Monthly Dinner Get-Together:  Hosted by 
Jerry Giordano; e-mail ggiordan@maine.rr.com.  
 

October 28th, 2008  Tuesday Night DER "Oktoberfest" Dinner Get-Together.  
DER will be hosting this dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Old Munich Biergarten 
located at 6 First St., Topsham.  No reservations needed—just show up and join us. 
 

November 8, 2008  Saturday DER Monthly Breakfast Social. Join us for a 9 a.m. 
breakfast; location to be determined. 
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  Noontime, May 22nd, 2008.  
Pulled out of the driveway and 
headed west.  Destination: 
Lakeville, CT, Lime Rock 
Park.  Reason: Grand Am GT 
Race, and to see my buddy 
from Florida, David. David is 
working track support for Por-
sche Motorsport. Should be 
fun. 
 

  MapQuest directions in hand, 
all is good, no worries, at least 
no worries until I blow by the 
Mass Pike exit and drive 20 
miles out of my way. No 
sweat, got the tunes cranking 
and enjoying my drive, this 
being my first extended trip; 
heat gauge at 90 degrees Cel-
sius (194 degrees F). Engine 
loves running cool. Finally get 
on Mass Pike; make it to 
Springfield and open the throt-
tle a bit to get up into triple 
digits.  The car is hunkered 
down and feeling 
good. Hmm, 
where the heck is 
Exit 2?  Krikey, 
Mate, have I en-
tered the twilight 
zone? What’s 
that sign say…. 
“Entering New 
York, toll booth 
ahead”? What 

the….?  Go through the booth, 
see a Statie (“Protect and 
serve”). 
 

  Me: “Uh, excuse me, Officer, 
I was wondering….” 
 

  Statie: “YOU ARE INTER-
FERING IN AN ONGOING 
INVESTIGATION! GET 
OUTTA HERE!”  
 

  I drive off, somewhat re-
lieved.  I thought someone had 
called ahead about my driving.  
So I ask the toll booth lady.  
“Gotta go back 18 miles,” she 
says.  It is what it is. 
 

  This never happens to me. 
Perhaps I’m losing mental fac-
ulties with advancing age. All 
the more reason to get to 
Lakeville as quickly as possi-
ble.  
 

  Arriving at the Interlaken 
Hotel, 4 miles from the track. 
David had just gotten in; that’s 

Ted’s Most Excellent Adventure 
                                                                             Ted Chapin 
                                                                              ted@gagear.com 

“Built for speed” 
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good. Since he completed 
building my car he’s not had a 
chance to drive it. Last time he 
drove it the car was fresh, 

com-
pletely. Now it has settled in: 
tires scrubbed a bit, engine 
broken in, brakes broken in 
and all the minor issues tended 
to. He was anxious to drive it. 
He dug it. Clean bill of health. 
 

  The racing 
was great.  
Nothing 
beats the 
smell of high 
octane fuel 
and the 
sounds of GT 
cars winding 
up. Met some 
interesting 
people and 
talked up my 
business.  
Cool.  Filled 
the car up 
with gas to 

discover that my car averages 
23 mpg highway, instead of 
the 11 mpg around town. 
 

  The trip home was unevent-
ful, although at 4 
hours, 10 min-
utes, it was an 
hour faster than 
the trip down. 
My Valentine 
detector worked 
as advertised, 
and this is a good 
thing. 
 

  Looking for-
ward to returning 

to Lime Rock for ALMS 
race  and Porscheplatz  the 
weekend of July 12th. Taking 
Jaline this time.  We’ll have 
fun. Anyone interested in go-
ing, let me know. Okdulieber. 
 

“On the fast track” 

Here, our intrepid club member discusses the com-
parative merits of Bilstein PSS9 coilovers, Sparco 
Evo seats and single-mass clutches with experi-
enced speed mechanics at Lime Rock Park, CT. 
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To the Editor: 
 

  For about 4 years now I have 
been part of a group that has 
participated in a league at 
Maine Indoor Karting.  Al-
though some of us happen to 
be club members, this is a pri-
vate undertaking and is not a 
club activity, since Porsche 
Club of America rules prohibit 
local clubs from sanctioning, 
sponsoring or organizing any 
carting events. 
 

  We have a 5-week schedule, 
and we run two eight - minute 
races with a  5 - lap qualifying 
race to determine start posi-
tions.  The course is about 
1100 feet long with nine turns, 
and a good lap time is under 
21 seconds. 
 

  In the last league there were 
8 or 9 of us attending each 
race.  We have room for sev-
eral more.  Starting as a nov-
ice, my first drives were inter-
esting experiences.  There are 
several drivers attending who 
have years of racing and in-
structing experience.  If you 
are interested they are more 
than willing to show you the 
fastest way around the track.  
Although I will deny this in 
their company, I have learned 
a lot from them over the years. 
 

  In the four years we have 
been doing this no one has 
gotten seriously hurt.  Suppos-
edly bumping is not allowed, 
but it has been known to hap-
pen.  If you ask the group who 
is more apt to bump, everyone 
will be happy to point their 
finger at someone else. 
 

  We have both male and fe-
male participants.  If you are 
nervous about looking bad, 
you should know that the new-
est guy last session kicked our 
butts bad.  Anyone can win, 
but that is not what is impor-
tant; it is just a great time. 
 

  If you are interested, I en-
courage you to contact me di-
rectly for more information. 
We will be starting the Fall 
league in late September.  If 
you have any questions feel 
free to give me a call anytime. 
Oh yes:  after each race there 
is a league meeting at Pat's 
Pizza in Scarborough for 
about an hour. We look for-
ward to seeing some new rac-
ers in the fall. 
 

               - Bob Staab 
rastaab@gmail.com 

 
To the Editor: 
 

It's time for all DER/PCA 
members to be making their 
summer driving plans.  I use 

Letters to the Editor (Continued) 
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Porsche Speciality Parts  
 

Mainely Custom by Design, Inc. of PO Box 1124, Berwick, Maine is dedicated 
to producing quality Porsche speciality products at reasonable prices. Our prod-
ucts are designed to fulfill the needs of the Porsche enthusiasts who take pride in 
their Porsches.   
 

Note:  All Mainely’s products are available from “Sports Car Workshop”  in  
Arundel.  
 

Look for our ads in the 356 Registry, Excellence, 9 Magazine and now, Maine 
Porsche News.  
 

 

 

We invite you to browse our web site and if you have any questions or com-
ments, please contact us at: 
Telephone: (207) 698-7646  
Email: sales@mainelycustombydesign.com 
Fax: (207) 698-7706  

 

 

my 1975 911 as a daily driver, 
and I generally plan a week-
end getaway once or twice 
during the summer.  This sum-
mer I'm planning a trip to Lac-
Mégantic, Quebec, Canada.  
It's located about 45 minutes 
from the Sugarloaf area and is 
reached via Route 27 thru 
Coburn Gore.   

  The drive is very interesting 
in that Route 27 north of 
Sugarloaf is narrow, winding 
and heavily traveled by log-
ging trucks whose drivers ap-
pear to have no regard for the 
speed limit or for which side 

of the road they are on.  Need-
less to say, driving can be a 
white-knuckle adventure and a 
little intimidating, even with a 
car as nimble as the Porsche. 
 

  The end of the line is very 
rewarding as Susie and I enjoy 
the golf in the area along with 
the hospitality and quaintness 
of a B & B in the area. 
 

I look forward to seeing many 
club members out of the roads 
during these summer months. 
 
 

       - Rick DeFilipp, Falmouth 
                          RickMAS@aol.com 
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Letter to the Editor: 
 
 
 

  Based on the conditions of 
some newly-purchased used 
Porsches we've seen this 
spring and summer, this is a 
good time to remind club 
members about the importance 
of a pre-purchase inspection 
when buying a pre-owned Por-
sche, regardless of the age and 
mileage.  The inspection 
should be performed by a 
technician who specializes in 
Porsche work.  Generally, this 
inspection will cost $100 or 
less, and may save many thou-
sands of dollars in repair work 
and heartache. 
 
 
 

  A Porsche may look shiny 
and perfect on the exterior, but 
it may be hiding nasty secrets 
in the engine compartment.  
We've seen just about every-
thing you can imagine - - from 
major oil leaks to drywall 
screws holding the bumpers 
on. 
 
 
 

  Repairs can add up quickly, 
so it's prudent to know what to 
expect when you purchase a 
pre-owned Porsche.  Even if 
the needed repairs are rela-

tively minor, they may still be 
used as a negotiating tool with 
the seller. 
 
 
 

Happy motoring! 
 

          - Amy Rees 
            Ayer European Auto  
            Surgeons, Gardiner 
             m34amy@yahoo.com 
 

Letters to the Editor (Continued) 
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  The Porsche "Clash" is a 3-
day Club Race organized by 
Zone 1, PCA.  Down East Re-
gion is a part of Zone 1, which 
includes all the PCA regions 
in New England, New Jersey, 
New York, and Eastern Can-
ada.  The event starts on a Fri-
day, and is preceded by two 2-
day Drivers' Education (DE) 
events at Watkins Glen Inter-
national race track in the fin-
ger lakes region of NY state.  
This year I registered for both 
DE's, and I volunteered to help 
work on the race for Friday. 
 

  The Niagara Region DE, held 
Monday and Tuesday, has 
been 
held 
annu-
ally 
for 
over 
20 
years, 
start-
ing on 
Mon-
day of 
Memorial Day weekend.  It's a 
real low-key event with a re-
laxed atmosphere.  Entry is 
not limited to Porsches, so in 
addition you see a variety of 

cars from BMWs and Cor-
vettes to Mustangs and Suba-
rus.  Monday night features a 
garage party with beer, wine, 
pizza, and wings.  Everyone is 
there to have fun. 
 

  Wednesday's and Thursday's 
events were hosted by Metro 
NY (MNY - NY City and 
Long Island).  Only Porsches 
are allowed, and the cars are 
generally newer and higher- 
powered.  Since this immedi-
ately precedes the Club Race, 
some racers register for this 
event in order to hone their 
track-driving skills.  It's a 
much higher energy level than 

the Ni-
agara 
event. 
 

  Thurs-
day af-
ternoon 
the 
Club 
Racers 
arrive 
en 
masse 

and begin taking over the sev-
eral acres of parking around 
the garages.  For example, The 
Racers Group (TRG) brings 3 
large haulers with about a 

The Porsche "Clash" at the Glen 2008 
by Joe Thrift 



Summer 2008 

dozen factory race cars.  This 
is a serious team: they com-
pete in the 24-hour races at 
LeMans and Daytona, and 
have won!  There are a few 
other teams in this category, 
and they all have the latest 
Porsche GT3 Cup cars.  These 
cost about $150,000, and the 
race engines require $40,000 
rebuilds after 25-40 hours, de-
pending on how hard they are 
driven. 
 

  Of course, if you want to 
drive a GT3, you can simply 
arrange to rent it from one of 
these teams and fly in for the 
weekend.  $15,000 should 
cover the car, unless some-
thing breaks.  Then it gets ex-
pensive.  If you blow an en-
gine, the price could increase 
another $60,000.  If you have 
disposable income in this price 
range, club racing is definitely 
a great way to "dispose" of it. 
 

  Consequently the MNY DE 
can include novices in high-
powered race cars, real profes-
sional racers, and guys like 
me.  I drive a 1990 928GT, so 
although I'm having fun driv-
ing as fast as I dare, I'm rela-
tively slow.  I get up to about 
130 mph on the back straight, 
and although the race cars pull 
away from me rapidly, I ap-
preciate that it takes them a 

few turns to completely lose 
me in their rear view mirrors 
(as if they ever look)! 
 

  So Friday, the first day of the 
Club Race, I showed up as a 
volunteer.  There are jobs in 
staging (getting the cars lined 
up to go on the track), tech 
inspection (weighing the cars 
and checking for any improve-
ments that exceed what's al-
lowed in their class), timing 
and scoring, and other various 
duties.  I ended up in timing 
and scoring, which was great 
as it was inside an air-
conditioned room high above 
the front straight grandstand 
(up where the NASCAR spot-
ters stand). 
 

  It was a great view of the 
track, and there were about 6 
of us working with the two 
Club Race timing stewards.  
The stewards all have shirts 
embroidered with PCA Club 
Racing logos and their names.  
It looked like a fun job, but I 
don't know the commitment 
they're obligated to make.  The 
timing stewards had two huge 
cases of computer equipment, 
all the racers had rented trans-
ponders from them, and every-
thing worked astonishingly 
well.  We faxed each run ses-
sion results to the garage 
where the drivers were waiting 
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for them within a few minutes 
after the session ended. 
 

  I don't know how many cars 
were involved, but there were 
270 registered drivers, divided 
into 4 groups, roughly by 
horsepower to weight ratios.  
The lowest group had older 
911s, normally aspirated 944s, 
and an a few 914s.  These 
guys (and gals) were relatively 
low-budget operations, towing 

their non-street-legal race cars 
to the track and working under 
an easy-up tent next to their 
rigs.  In the morning, each of 
the four groups had two 20-
minute practice sessions.  In 
all, they covered a very wide 
range of finance.  During the 
MNY DE event, I had my car 
in the garage next to a father-
son team from Daytona run-
ning a home-built 914 with a 
2.2l engine.  They budget 

$2,500 per race and go to 
Phoenix, Texas, and a few 
more venues in addition to the 
Glen.  The cost can't get much 
lower than that! 
 

  Afternoon I walked around to 
get a feel for the event.  There 
were large trailers set up by 
vendors selling tires (Hoosier 
and Michelin) and racing sup-
plies (including helmets, suits, 
shoes, oil and fuel tanks).  112

-octane race 
gas is available 
at the track for 
$8.50 per gal-
lon.  All the 
several acres of 
paved parking 
in the infield 
were filled 
with racers.  
Racers had at 
least one or 
two other sup-

port people with them.  I have 
no idea where all the people 
stayed, but it was a crowd. 
 

  After lunch, each group had 
two 20-minute qualifying ses-
sions, where your lap time 
would determine your starting 
position for actual racing the 
next day.  I saw people replace 
tires which had been new in 
the morning, for unused 

Continued on next page  
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(faster) tires for qualifying.  I 
don't know what Hoosiers 
cost, but the Michelin Porsche 
Cup tires cost about $2,000 a 
set. 
 

  So what can I say about the 
spectacle that is PCA Club  

  Of necessity, I recently 
learned a great deal about 
Boxster motor mounts.  Club 
members may benefit from 
learning the symptoms of the 
problem, and the fix. 
 

  I noticed my Boxster was 
impossible to shift from 2nd to 
3rd while going 
at speed around 
corners at DE 
track events.  I 
quickly learned 
to track-out right 
away to enable 
the shift. 
 

  After some in-
vestigation, I 
determined that the likely cul-
prit was a failed engine mount. 
This can occur after as little as 
30,000 miles.  Unfortunately, 
because of the way the front 
engine mount is designed, the 

only way to examine the 
mount is to remove the engine. 
 

  This do-it-yourself project 
required stands, an engine sup-
port-bar and several hours of 
time.  Sure enough, the mount 
was completely torn (see ac-
companying photo). This con-

tributed to the 
engine's move-
ment when sub-
jected to corner-
ing forces.  I re-
placed the bro-
ken unit with a 
solid polyure-
thane mount 
from cheeta-
honline.com that 

fits Boxster/S models from 
1996 to 2004. 
 

  If anyone wants to borrow an 
engine support-bar, just let me 
know. 

TECH CORNER — Broken motor mounts 
                                                                           Igor Prokopiw 

Racing?  It's a huge deal.  I 
can understand how people get 
caught up in the competition.  
It's not professional racing - 
the winner only gets a certifi-
cate and "bragging rights".  I 
left before the urge to join in 
became irresistible.  However, 
if you get a chance to go to a 
race, you should.  It's simply 
unbelievable. 

The Porsche "Clash" at the 
Glen 2008 (Continued) 

Igor’s broken motor mount. 
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We have moved ! Stop by our new location on Rte 1 in Kennebunk. 
 

Specializing in Sales, Service, Parts and Accessories for your Por-
sche!  If you are considering the purchase of a Porsche, we can per-
form a “pre-purchase” inspection for you - as we do a “Porsche 
Physical” 
                    Tech Inspections for your PCA events 
 

Please visit our website www.sportscarworkshop  You are welcome 
to stop by if just to talk about your Porsche - we understand your 
passion! 

Sports Car Workshop 
128 York St. (Rte 1)  

Kennebunk, ME 04043 
Telephone: (207) 985-6661                     Email: Sportscar@gwi.net 
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Dear Down East Members: 
 

  Have you been getting the e-
mails that DER sends out? 
We've been using a multiname 
mailing list, and each time we 
get many reports of undeliver-
able messages, so we don't 
have correct addresses for 
some members. Recently, 
we've switched to a program 
provided by PCA National 
that automatically uses the e-
mail address you provided 
when you became a member 
or renewed your membership. 
 

  With the cost of snail mail, 
we are using e-mail as the 
most efficient means of advis-
ing members of events, such 
as the monthly dinners (4th 
Tuesday of each month) and 
breakfasts (2nd Saturdays). 
 

  If you have not been getting 

our e-mails, and want to, you 
should go to www.pca.org, 
and log in with your username 
and password. Once you're 
logged in, your personal info 
will appear in the top right 
corner of the home page. To 
change any item, such as e-
mail or phone number, click 
on that item, and a change 
field will open for you. If 
you're receiving our e-mails, 
but don't want to, there is a 
choice to opt out of the sys-
tem. If you move seasonally or 
permanently, you can change 
your region affiliation. 
 

  It is PCA policy to not share 
or use contact info for any 
purpose other than club busi-
ness. The new e-mailer pro-
gram ensures that protection. 
 

Rod Carr, Membership Chmn. 
           rcarr001@maine.rr.com 

From the Membership Chair:  Provide E-Mails! 
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Classified Ad 
 

Rental Home in Kissimmee Florida 
Fantastic for anyone with grandchildren or children who 

want to go to Disney.  Located in Windsor Hills Re-
serve, which is a high-end, gated community just like a 

country club, and only 2 miles from all the Disney 
parks.  Six (6) bedrooms and 4 baths.  Sleeps 13 with a 

pool and spa.  I rent it by the week for $300 per day 
which includes pool, heat and tax.  10% discount to any 
DER/PCA members who rent from me.  You can reach 

me at johns@TrueNorthEvents.net or 
tsmigielsk@aol.com, or call 633-6418.                          

     —John Smigielsk 
                                            Southport Island, ME 
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